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Fortresses of Transylvania

Day 1
Bucharest
Arrival at the airport. Transfer to the hotel. Dinner

Day 2
Bucharest – Sinaia – Bran (175 km)

8:00 – Departure for the winter resort of Sinaia (120km) where we stop for the visit of Sinaia Monastery and Peles Castle, former Royal summer residence (standard tour)

We continue crossing the mountains to the region of Transylvania where we stop for the visit of the XIII-th century fortress of Rasnov followed by lunch in Bran (Vila Bran/Pensiunea Muntele Rece). In the afternoon, visit of Bran Castle famous as Dracula's Castle. Free time for shopping. Accommodation in Bran (Vila Bran/ Pensiunea Muntele Rece) /Poiana Brasov (hotel Sport)
Day3
Bran – Fagaras – Sibiu (140 km)

8:30 Departure for Sibiu, via Fagaras where we stop for the visit of the fortress. Arrival in Sibiu, former European Capital of Culture in 2007. Check-in (Ibis/ Ramada/ Continental Forum/ Golden Tulip Ana Tower)  followed by  lunch (restaurant La Turn/The Gallery etc) and a walking tour of the city centre. The tour will take you back in time with the visit of the 3 concentric defense walls of the German medieval fortress and their respective watch towers. We will discover the Big Square with the Catholic Church, the Small Square with its typical German style architecture and the Liars' Bridge, the Huet Square with its Protestant Church, and the Orthodox Church of the Romanian Archbishopric.

Dinner in a nice restaurant in the medieval city centre.

Day 4
Sibiu – Alba Iulia – Sibiel – Sibiu (180 km)

9:00 Departure for Alba Iulia and upon arrival visit of its Vauban style fortress.
Lunch Restaurant Hotel Medieval
Return to Sibiu and stop on the way in Sebes for the visit of the ruins of the fortress located in the city centre.

In the afternoon we continue to Sibiel where we stop for the visit of the Glass Icons Museum and dinner at a local family guest-house.
Overnight in Sibiu.
Day 5
Sibiu – Medias – Sighisoara (120 km)

9:00 Departure to Sighisoara. On the way, we will stop for the visit of Axente Sever fortified church and also the visit of the former headquarters of the German protestant community in Transylvania, the fortified church of Biertan, also a UNESCO heritage site.

We continue to Sighisoara, a gem of medieval architecture and UNESCO heritage site. Here we have lunch (restaurant hotel Sighisoara/ Casa Wagner) followed by a walking tour, including the visit of the History museum of the city located inside the Clock Tower, landmark of Sighisoara, and former city-hall. We shall also enter the main Protestant Church of the fortress, and the St. Nicholas Church on the hill.

Dinner and accommodation in Sighisoara. (hotel Sighisoara/casa Wagner/ Casa cu Cerb)

Day 6
Sighisoara – Brasov (120 km)

8:30 Departure to Brasov and stop for the visit of the Barsa Land Fortresses of Harman and Prejmer the latter being listed as a UNESCO heritage site. Lunch in Brasov (Butoiul Sasului, Taverna sarbului, La Bella Musica, Keller Steak House, Prato) followed by a sightseeing tour of the city centre. We will admire the remaining city walls and watch towers, entrance gates, the Council Square, and take the opportunity to visit the magnificent Black Church, a landmark of the German fortress.

Dinner and accommodation in Brasov. (Coroana Brasovului/Cubix etc)

Day 7
Brasov – Bucuresti (170 km)

8:00 Departure crossing the mountains along Prahova River from Transylvania back to Wallachia and the capital of the country. Upon arrival, sightseeing tour of Bucharest.  The tour will take you to see the Free Press Square, The Arch of Triumph, Victory Square, Victory lane with a stop in Atheneum square. Here we stop for a short walking tour to discover the Atheneum concert hall, The Revolution Square with the former Royal Palace and the former Communist Party Headquarters as well as the former Securitate headquarters. We continue down Victory Lane, Queen Elizabeth Boulevard, passing the Cismigiu Gardens, the Romanian Opera Building, The Medicine University, towards Cotroceni district with the official Presidential Palace. After a stop in front of the Defense Academy we will continue towards the Parliament Palace, famous as the second biggest administrative building in the world after the Pentagon in the USA, a symbol of both former communist regime dictatorship and present-day democracy.

We will stop for lunch in a nice restaurant located in the old city of Bucharest (Crama Domneasca, Caru cu Bere, Hanul Berarilor, Mercado)  (Lipscani district) followed by a walk to discover the ruins of The Princely Court, Manuc's Inn, Stavropoleos Church, CEC Bank and the History Museum.

In the aftrnoon we will continue with a trip towards the northern part of the city, passing through Unification Square, University Square, Roman Square, Victory Square with the Government building, taking you to see Spring district, Herastrau Park, the Arch of Triumph and the Free Press Building.

The tour  will be followed by dinner  in a fine restaurant in the northern part of the city and accommodation.

